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Mackinac State Historic Parks’ Sites  

to Open First Week of May 

 
 MACKINAW CITY, MICH. — Mackinac State Historic Parks’ family of living history sites will 

open for the 2018 season the first week of May. 

 Colonial Michilimackinac, the colonial fort and fur-trading village located on the shore of Lake 

Michigan in Mackinaw City will open first on Wednesday, May 2. Visitors will immediately notice that 

the orientation video, previously shown in the Visitor’s Center under the Mackinac Bridge, is brand new 

and has been moved to the King’s Storehouse, located within the fort. The building will have the look of a 

storehouse and will include exhibit panels exploring the history of the building.  

 The movie Attack! at Michilimackinac was relocated to a new theater in the Southwest 

Rowhouse, across from the church. The film focuses on the most dramatic event to happen in the fort’s 

history, and will show on a loop throughout the day. The vacated theater space has been converted into 

the Hearthside Museum Store, which will feature unique mementos, MSHP publications and a 

refreshment area.  

 Finally, Colonial Michilimackinac will add new tours throughout the season, highlighting the 

various people who called Michilimackinac home. Special themed weekends will also take place all 

summer. More information is located online at www.mackinacparks.com/special-events.  

“I’m looking forward to sharing the results of several months’ worth of research with our guests 

through new and updated programs and exhibits, especially at Colonial Michilimackinac,” said Craig 

Wilson, Museum Historian and head of interpretation for Colonial Michilimackinac and Old Mackinac 
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Point Lighthouse. “I think that there’s something that every one of our visitors will find interesting or 

exciting as they explore the site.” 

 A new science and technology exhibit will debut when Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse opens for 

the season on May 4. The new exhibit will focus on the science of lighthouses, with elements 

demonstrating how technology harnessed the natural power of light and sound to help keep sailors safe in 

the Straits of Mackinac. Hands-on elements will let visitors see how prisms bend and reflect light to 

create a brilliant lighthouse beacon, hear the power of low-frequency sounds to penetrate thick fogbanks, 

and even build their own visually unique lighthouse. The centerpiece of this new exhibit will be a 

functional, rotating 4th order Fresnel lens, allowing visitors to see how these gleaming beehives of brass 

and glass worked at places like Old Mackinac Point. Meanwhile, the original lens from Old Mackinac 

Point, on loan from the U.S. Coast Guard, will be prominently displayed in a new case, which will allow 

visitors to see even more of this fascinating piece of historic technology.  

 Extensive brick restoration work will also be taking place throughout the summer at Old 

Mackinac Point Lighthouse. The “Cream City Bricks” originally used to build the lighthouse began to 

falter almost as soon as the building was completed, and it is something that has been identified as a 

priority restoration for a number of years. Crews from National Restoration will be on site all summer 

replacing bricks with historically accurate bricks to help ensure the lighthouse will be available for future 

generations of guests to visit.  

 Additionally, Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse received a new logo, and new signs are already up 

on the grounds and in marketing materials.  

 Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park, located three miles southeast of Mackinaw City, will feature 

a new, in depth walking tour during the season, which begins on May 4. This hour-long nature hike will 

begin at the Forest Clearing and take guests deep into the Mill Creek forest, exploring several areas that 

guests may not normally see or make it to.  

 “We have a lot of cool spots to see,” said Jeff Dykehouse, curator of natural history and head of 

interpretation at Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park. “This tour will really vary by season. In the spring, 



we might talk about wildflowers and the different birdcalls. In the summer, the wildlife in the stream and 

in the fall, the changing forest. We have a lot of staff with different backgrounds, so we can really 

customize the tour to the staff and the guests on it.” 

 The guided nature hikes will take place at 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. daily. The schedule may vary 

during May with the arrival of schools groups at the site.  

 Fort Mackinac, on Mackinac Island, opens for the 2018 season on Thursday, May 3, and will 

feature new tours, demonstrations and special events during the summer months. The two new tours that 

will debut include a 25-minute in-depth history tour of Fort Mackinac will take place at 2:30 p.m., and a 

“Women at the Fort” tour that will take place after the 3:00 p.m. cannon firing. The history tour will dive 

deep into the history of the fort, beginning with its construction in 1780 up to its abandonment by the US 

Army in 1895. The “Women at the Fort” tour will showcase those non-military people that called Fort 

Mackinac home, and will highlight how essential they were to its operation.  

 “We hope that people realize that, although it’s a military instillation, it relied heavily on non-

military people to survive,” said Katie Mallory, curator of education and head of interpretation at Fort 

Mackinac. “A lot of people are surprised when they see females in a 19
th
-century fort, and these women 

served very important roles. A lot get overlooked, even today.” 

 A revamped “Ghastly Mackinac” tour will take place twice in 2018 – July 14 and August 1. 

Showcasing the darker aspects of Fort Mackinac's history, this guided tour will feature stories of crime 

and punishment, the legendary Beaumont experiments, the 1829 Christmas Mutiny, and more. The fort 

will also host “Fire at Night,” a chance to watch the sunset at the fort with cannon and rifle blasts, and a 

game of vintage “base ball,” played bare hand and by gentleman’s rules. More information can be found 

at mackinacparks.com/special-events.  

 Finally, Fort Mackinac also received a new logo, which will be located on signs throughout the 

fort and Mackinac Island State Park and in marketing materials.  

 Mackinac State Historic Parks and Fort Mackinac will be heavily involved with the 70
th
 Annual 

Mackinac Island Lilac Festival from June 9-17. Lucky visitors will be chosen to fire special closing 



cannons, exclusive walking tours of the Historic Downtown Mackinac buildings will take place, a book 

signing and ice cream social will take place at Fort Mackinac, and the famous Grand Parade will begin 

with a booming cannon fire from Fort Mackinac. More details on these programs will be available in the 

coming weeks.  

 The Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum will open for the 2018 season on May 

3, featuring a new, juried exhibition focusing on the “Landscapes of Mackinac.” This exhibit will be in 

place throughout the 2018 season. Admission to the museum is always included with a Fort Mackinac 

ticket.  

 Information on MSHP’s historic sites, including hours of operation, tickets, and accessibility, can 

be found at mackinacparks.com.  

Mackinac State Historic Parks, a family of living history museums and parks in northern 

Michigan’s Straits of Mackinac, is an agency within the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources. Its sites—which are accredited by the American Alliance of Museums—include Fort 

Mackinac, Historic Downtown Mackinac, The Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art 

Museum, and Mackinac Island State Park on Mackinac Island, and Colonial Michilimackinac, 

Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse, and Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park in Mackinaw City. 

Mackinac State Historic Parks is governed by the Mackinac Island State Park Commission, 

established in 1895 to protect, preserve and present the parks’ rich historic and natural 

resources for the education and recreation of future generations. Visitor information is available 

at (231) 436-4100 or on the web at www.mackinacparks.com. 
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